
APPENDIX 1
Whitehaven Parking Study

Joint Summary Report 

1.0 Executive Summary 

1.1 Cumbria County Council (CCC), Copeland Borough Council (CBC) and Sellafield 
Limited (SL) have been working in partnership to undertake the Whitehaven Parking 
Study (the Study) to identify parking needs and improvements in Whitehaven town 
centre and at three railway stations (Bransty, Corkickle and Askam in Furness).  The 
Study will inform the planning and development of parking and management of parking 
in these locations.  It will also help to inform future design work for proposals to 
enhance the stations and encourage sustainable modes of travel.

1.2 Consultants WSP were appointed in February 2019 to undertake the Study, which is 
funded by SL through the Planning Performance Agreement (PPA).

1.3 This Joint Summary Report is being used by each of the partner organisations to 
provide a consistent overview of the preparation of the Study; an outline of the 
packages of improvements and next steps to be support their delivery and 
implementation.  

1.3 The packages of improvements presented in the Study have been developed in 
partnership and include the following:
 A description of each intervention
 Design and strategy considerations and potential benefits/disbenefits
 Risks to delivery
 An indicative cost
 The purpose of the intervention and key considerations
 An indicative delivery programmes (from when funding is secured and approvals 

obtained to deliver the project).

1.4 The delivery of the packages of improvements is subject to funding being secured. The 
Study provides the evidence (based on a robust assessment and defined 
methodology) to support the partner organisations in seeking to secure funding from 
internal and external funding sources. It is recognised that further scheme 
development will be required for some of the packages of improvements and at that 
stage further stakeholder engagement/ public consultation will be undertaken. 

2.0 Recommendations

2.1 That the partner organisations; Copeland Borough Council; Cumbria County 
Council and Sellafield Limited:

1. Endorse the proposals of the Whitehaven Parking Strategy and Station 
Improvements Reports for Whitehaven (Bransty) and Corkickle Stations 
(as set out in the Appendix), 

2. Agree to continue to work together to explore the opportunities to 
secure funding and co-ordinate delivery of the improvements; 

3. Support the use of the strategy and station improvement reports to 
inform future planning policy and the development and management of 
parking in Whitehaven.



3.0 Background

3.1 The objectives of the Study were to: 

1. Develop a robust and integrated strategy to address the parking requirements and to 
manage parking in Whitehaven Town Centre and the impacts on the wider town and 
its users

2. Encourage economic investment and business growth in Whitehaven
3. Encourage more visitors to the town, supporting the visitor economy
4. Improved attractiveness, functionality and viability of the town centre
5. Meet the needs and requirements of Sellafield by encouraging staff to use rail travel, 

and sustainable transport modes reducing pressure on limited staff parking
6. Support and help deliver Sellafield’s Transformation Plan, Transport and Movement 

Strategy and Accommodation Strategy
7. Ensure that parking is appropriate, in the right locations and best meets the 

requirements of businesses, commuters, visitors and  residents
8. Reduce environmental emissions and traffic congestion, by reducing the total volume 

of traffic movements through the town centre and encouraging sustainable 
alternatives.

9. Enable improvements to railway stations to encourage a greater number of Sellafield 
staff and other commuters to use rail, thereby reducing traffic on the A595, reducing 
congestion and accidents.

3.4 The boundary area for the Study was Whitehaven Town Centre and the immediately 
adjacent residential areas, as defined on the map below:

                                        
   



3.5 A clear and robust governance structure was put in place to ensure the people involved 
in the preparation of the study understood their role. A Project Board, with senior 
officers from each of the partner organisations was established to provide strategic 
direction. A Project Delivery Group of technical officers from each of the partner 
organisation and the appointed consultants (WSP) was also established to ensure that 
all technical knowledge and advice was captured in the preparation of the study. 

3.6 At the start of the preparation of the study, the Project Delivery Group developed a 
Communication and Engagement Plan. This plan set out the approach to stakeholder 
engagement and identified the range of stakeholders to be involved. Whilst no wider 
public consultation was undertaken as part of the preparation of the study, it is 
recognised that further scheme development will be required to support the delivery of 
some of the packages of improvements and at that stage further stakeholder 
engagement and public consultation will be undertaken.  

3.8 The Study has been carried out in stages as set out below: 

 Baseline and Issues: 
o Confirm existing parking supply in Whitehaven and at the stations
o Identify access arrangements and main linkages to the stations
o Develop future scenarios to forecast parking demand
o Define the problems / deficiencies with parking

 Improvement Options: 
o Confirm existing parking supply in Whitehaven and at the stations
o Identify access arrangements and main linkages to the stations
o Develop future scenarios to forecast parking demand
o Define the problems / deficiencies with parking 

 Strategy and Improvement Plans: 
o Produce concept designs and cost estimates
o Develop overarching parking strategy and programme for the delivery 

of the improvement packages
o Prepare a Strategy document and Station Improvement Plans

4.0      Package of Improvements 

4.1 Below is a brief outline of the nine packages of improvements – six relating to the 
Whitehaven Parking Strategy and one for each of the railway stations. 

Package 1: Off-street parking provision
This aims to increase parking capacity in Whitehaven, through an identified preferred 
scheme or set of schemes from the following options:
• ID01 Release Swingpump Lane multi-storey car park for public use;
• ID02 Construct a surface car park on vacant site along North Shore Road, for which 

BEC already have planning permission (Plot H);
• ID03 Construct a multi-storey car park on vacant site along North Shore Road;
• ID04 Construct surface car park(s) on Preston Street;
• ID05 Construct multi-storey car park(s) on Preston Street;
• ID06 Construct a car park with 110 spaces on Coach Road;
• ID07 Construct a new car park on vacant site bound by Coach Road and The 

Gardens;
• ID10 Increase public parking capacity of Bridges Retail Park / Sports Centre / 

Morrisons site; and



• ID12 Increase parking capacity of Sports Centre car park by constructing a multi-
storey.

Package 2: On-street parking strategy
The on-street parking strategy aims to provide increased availability of on-street 
parking for shoppers and visitors, whilst also providing suitable parking for residents. 
This package includes a number of schemes, which will be rationalised into a preferred 
option or set of options:
• ID20 Disaggregate the Controlled Parking Zone (CPZ) in Whitehaven;
• ID21 New Controlled Parking Zone for Bransty;
• ID26 Vary the limits of stay for on-street parking across the town;
• ID27 Remove residents' parking concessions from commercial streets; and
• ID28 Provide off-street permit parking for residents living in the town centre.

Package 3: Pricing and signage strategy
This package includes a range of schemes that enable improved and more efficient 
utilisation of car parks in Whitehaven, through pricing and signage:
• ID09 Revise pricing structure to discourage commuters from long-stay parking in 

town centre car parks;
• ID16 Provide corporate discount for off-street car parking permits in peripheral car 

parks;
• ID18 Payment on departure; and
• ID19 Signage strategy to better direct drivers to underutilised car parks, or to specific 

car parks based on pricing regime (i.e. short-stay or long-stay).

Package 4: Town Centre Streets
The package improves the street environment and potential amenity on key streets in 
Whitehaven town centre, and aligns with the objectives of the Future High Streets Fund 
bid.  The following schemes are included:
• ID30 Changes to parking provision on Lowther Street;
• ID32 Strand Street enhancements;
• ID33 Rationalise the loading bays on Strand St;
• ID34 Additional taxi ranks to serve commercial areas; and
• ID59 Improve pedestrian environment and crossing facilities between Lowther Street 

and the harbourside.

Package 5: Improved accessibility for visitors
Increasing the numbers of visitors to Whitehaven and the duration of their stay in the 
town are key ambitions of Copeland Borough Council. Therefore this package is 
concerned with improving accessibility to / from and within Whitehaven for visitors and 
tourists. 
The schemes within the package have been identified through consideration of barriers 
to travel and navigation to enhance the attractiveness of the town, and include:
• ID54 Additional dedicated coach parking in Whitehaven;
• ID56 Improve wayfinding and marketing of cycling and walking information in 

Whitehaven; and
• ID58 Install secure cycle parking in the vicinity of the starting location of the 

Coast2Coast (C2C) cycle route.

Package 6: Modal Shift Strategy
The Modal Shift strategy seeks to reduce the demand for car parking in Whitehaven 
through increased uptake of alternative modes of travel and includes the following 
schemes:
• ID35 Commuter park and ride for employees based in Whitehaven;
• ID55 Provide additional cycle parking and higher security parking;
• ID57 Install cycle lanes where appropriate through the town; and



• ID60 Travel Demand Management measures.

Package 7: Askam Station
This package aims to address localised parking issues in Askam village related to the 
railway station and to improve the station environment. The following variety of 
schemes are proposed, from which a preferred set of options will be identified:
• ID A02 Extend short stay restrictions on Duke St;
• ID A04 Road markings and signage;
• ID A05 Greater enforcement of parking restrictions;
• ID A06 Promote use of Bowls Club car park for station users;
• ID A07 Negotiate arrangement for station users to park in Rugby Club car park;
• ID A09 Negotiate arrangement for station users to park in Duddon Sports & Social 

Club car park;
• ID A10 Partial use of REC02 site (for 9 houses);
• ID A11 Construct car park on vacant land along Dalton Road;
• ID A16 Askam Station refurbishment;
• ID A17 Reconfigure Askam station entrance;
• ID A18 Install cycle parking at Askam station; and
• ID A19 Work with Sellafield to address inconsiderate parking behaviour.

Package 8: Bransty Station
This package includes schemes that enhance the access to Bransty station and the 
station environment, with the objective of encouraging greater use of rail services and 
thereby reduce the number of car trips into Whitehaven and the demand for parking. 
The package includes a number of schemes, which will be rationalised into a preferred 
option or set of options:
• ID44 Redesign Bransty station forecourt;
• ID45 Improved pedestrian connection between Bransty station and the town centre;
• ID46 Bransty station refurbishment; and
• ID47 Improve wayfinding and signage from Bransty station to town centre and other 

key destinations.

Package 9 Corkickle Station
This package includes schemes that enhance the access to Corkickle station and the 
station environment, with the objective of encouraging greater use of rail services and 
thereby reduce the number of car trips into Whitehaven and the demand for parking. 
The package includes a number of schemes, which will be rationalised into a preferred 
option or set of options:
• ID08 Construct a drop-off and pick-up facility on The Gardens;
• ID48 Corkickle station refurbishment;
• ID50 Install secure cycle storage at Corkickle station; and
• ID51 Improve wayfinding and signage from Corkickle station to town centre and other 

key destinations.

5.0       Implementation 

5.1 The packages of improvements presented in the Study have been developed jointly 
with the co-operation of partners and in consultation with stakeholders. The delivery of 
the packages of improvements is subject to funding being secured. The Study provides 
the evidence (based on a robust assessment and defined methodology) to support the 
partner organisations in developing policy and in seeking to secure funding from 
internal and external funding sources. It is recognised that further scheme 
development will be required for some of the packages of improvements and at that 
stage further stakeholder engagement and public consultation will take place.  



Consultation would also be carried out before the implementation of any improvement 
that has potential impacts on residents, businesses and other stakeholders.

5.2      To maintain momentum, the partners will establish an officer working group that will 
meet regularly to review progress, identify funding opportunities and support the 
delivery of the packages of improvements.  Updates on progress on the delivery of the 
packages of improvements will be reported through the partner organisation’s 
committee structures. 

6.0 Conclusion

6.1 The Study presents a coherent parking strategy with packages of improvements for 
Whitehaven and the three railway stations. The Study has been developed with the 
co-operation of the partner organisations and the engagement of stakeholders.  Whilst 
the delivery of the packages of improvement measures is subject to funding being 
secured, the Study provides a robust evidence base to help the partners secure 
funding from internal and external sources and to support policy development. The 
establishment of an officer working group will help to maintain momentum and help the 
partners work together to deliver the improvements.

END


